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Catalonia 

Area: 32,114 km2 

Population (2012): 7,565,603 

Density 240 /km2 

Rank in Spain: 2nd most populated (16%) 

Official languages: Catalan and Spanish  



Catalonia: Population Density 



Main hospitals in Catalonia 

http://wiki.ifmsa.org/scope/images/9/99/Hospitals.gif


Spain: Autonomous Communities 

• In Spain in 1978, 17 

autonomous communities 

were created with its own 

executive, legislative and 

judicial power 



Transfusion Network of Catalonia 

- Blood and Tissue Bank of Catalonia: responsible for the promotion, 

collection, screening, preparation and distribution of blood components 

for transfusion  in Catalonia. 

- Hospital Transfusion Services: responsible for the compatibility testing, 

and transfusion of components at hospital level. Under the direction of a 

specialist in Hematology and Hemotherapy. 

- Overseen by the BTBC 

 



Current Situation in Catalonia 

• Blood Center:  1 

• Hospital Blood Transfusion Services: 

– Barcelona 

• City: 41 

• Province: 32 

– Girona: 14 

– Tarragona: 8 

– Lleida: 7 

» Total:  102 



Blood and Tissue Bank of Catalonia 

Memòria de Sostenibilitat i Competitivitat. Banc de Sang i Teixits. 2010 
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Blood Components distributed to 

Hospitals in Catalonia in 2013  

• Red Blood Cells concentrates  247,910  

• Platelet concentrates (adult doses)   36,681 

• Units of plasma     33,745  



RBC and FFP Transfusion in Europe in 2008 

(units/1,000 inhabitants) 

2008. Collection, Testing and Use of Blood and Blood Components in Europe 

0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

70,0

RBC FFP



Healthcare System in Catalonia 

• Public system under the control of the autonomous 

government of the region (Generalitat de Catalunya) 

• Universal healthcare coverage. About 20% of population have 

also private healthcare insurance. 

• Hospital network: 

– High complexity, university, hospitals are of public ownership 

– Medium and low complexity, private ownership although most of 

them treat also patients from the public insurance under special 

contracts 

• Blood and tissue bank of Catalonia is also of public ownership 

• Hospitals and BTBC receive the money directly from the 

Generalitat of Catalonia. 

 



Blood Transfusion in Catalonia 

• Since 1993 the Blood and Tissue Bank of Catalonia started 

taking over the hospital transfusion services of the University 

Hospitals. 

• With BTBC staff (doctors, nurses and technicians) working at 

the transfusion services of the hospitals 

• Currently, of the 10 university hospitals, 8 of them are run by 

the BTBC 

• Only the Hospital del Mar and the University Clínic Hospital, 

both in Barcelona, have hospital transfusion services run by 

hospital staff  





University Clinic Hospital: Transfusional Activity in units 
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Conclusions 

• Merging of Blood Centers is supported by reasons of efficiency, 

standardization, quality and cost savings due to economies of 

scales. 

• In Catalonia consolidation of blood centers was completed 9 

years ago. 

• Some of the hospital transfusion services were also taken over 

by the Blood Center. 

• Although the standard transfusion needs of Hospitals are fully 

met, the adaptation to its emerging needs and the inclusion of 

new technologies might be hampered by the organizational 

complexity of large institutions. 
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